
4. Some key vocabulary- word origins

Milli one thousand Mass How heavy something is

Centi one hundredth Capacity How much something can hold

Kilo one thousand Length How long or wide something is

What is appropriate to measure with…

Millimetres a staple,  a pile of papers

Centimetres a rug, a table, how tall 
we are

Metres width of a room, 
playground

Kilometres the distance from one 
city to another, the 
distance a plane flies

1. Conversion facts: Mass

1 kg = 1000 grams 

1 tonne = 1000 kilograms

3. Conversion facts: Length

100cm = 1 m 

10mm = 1cm 

1 km = 1000 m

What is appropriate to measure with…

Grams paperclips,  a loaf of
bread

Kilograms people, a bag of sand

Tonnes car, truck, a large cargo
box

2. Conversion facts: Capacity

1 litre = 1000 ml

1 cl = 10 ml 

What is appropriate to measure with…

Litres bottles of water, a bath

Millilitres a jug of milk, medicine 
on a spoon, toothpaste

Centilitre a small glass of liquid

km m cm mm

x 1000 x 10x 100

÷ 1000 ÷ 10÷ 100

l cl ml

x 10x 100

÷ 10÷ 100

x 1000x 1000

Tonne kg g

÷ 1000 ÷ 1000




