
  All Saint Church School 
Neurodevelopmental Pathway Support for Families 

 

As a school, we have noticed an increase over the past few years in parents requesting  an Autism or ADHD assessment for their child. Parents are 
often confused about what support they can provide for their children and how to navigate the referral process. At All Saints, we would like to support 

all families to feel empowered to implement some practical, effective strategies from specialist, advisory websites and workshops before making a 
request for an assessment.   

Somerset has a Neurodevelopmental Pathway which is a process in which children with Autism and/or ADHD  (Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 
Disorder) are identified and supported by parents and schools, and then assessed by a panel of clinicians. This panel of clinicians consists of 

 Speech & Language Therapists, Occupational Therapists, Clinical Psychologists, Clinical Nurses and Paediatricians. 
 

This video from Somerset explains the process of the Neurodevelopmental Pathway for families:  
Children and Young people's Neurodevelopmental Partnership - YouTube 

and have a website that contains information, processes and an Advice Line: Autism and ADHD Pathway 
 

 

 

 

 

Sometimes children display behaviours that neatly fit into one of these neurodivergent profiles and sometimes that are a mix of both of them!  
When making a referral, the clinicians on the triage panel decide which type of assessment is needed for the child. 

The referral process is lengthy and complex, so a graduated approach to identifying and adapting to neurodiverse needs gives families and schools 
the best opportunity in understanding the child’s needs. 

This flowchart has been created to support families in their ability to understand the Neurodevelopmental Pathway process and ensure that they are 
able to make a detailed and informed referral if/when they choose to.

Autism and the Neurodevelopmental Pathway 
Children with autism can have difficulties in the following areas: 

• Social Interaction & Communication 
• Emotional Regulation & understanding their emotions 
• Sensory differences 
• Special interests that impact on their daily lives 
• Managing changes and the need for consistency 

 

ADHD and the Neurodevelopmental Pathway 
Children with ADHD can have difficulties in the following areas: 

• Paying attention and remaining focused 
• Social Interaction & Communication 
• Emotional Regulation & understanding their emotions 
• Organising themselves 
• Impulsive behaviours 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D31mVEWDDEI&t=2s
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/children-families-and-education/the-local-offer/education/autism-and-adhd-pathway/


Neurodevelopmental Pathway Flowchart for Families 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Parents and the class teacher meet and discuss their concerns  
(Parental Notes of Difficulties) 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Parents review those strategies – what worked well/ what didn’t work well?   

(write onto the Parent/Carer Action Plan) 
             
 

                        Parents contact the school to arrange a meeting with the Class Teacher and SENDCo  
(email office@allsaints.bwmat.org) 

                                This meeting will pull information from the Parent/Carer Notes of Difficulties and the         
Parent/Carer Action Plan as well as the Somerset Quickcheckers completed by the class 
teacher. 

Autism Videos 

www.autism.org.uk -  What is 
autism 

Sensory processing differences 
or difficulties 

Autism and Behaviour  
(autism.org.uk) 

 

ADHD videos 

What is ADHD - About 
ADHD 

Introduction to ADHD 
Somerset Local Offer Live 

Sensory processing 
differences or difficulties 

Wise Up Workshops – Somerset 

WISE Up Workshops 

To book a workshop you will need to be on 
the Somerset Parent Carer Forum database. 

This is so we can ensure we have your 
details so we can send you information 

about the workshops. Once you are on the 
database you will be able to add yourself to 

any of the workshops by using your 
registered email.  

Parents notice traits of neurodiversity 
(Autism and/or ADHD) in their child and are 

considering a referral to the 
Neurodevelopmental Pathway 

 

Class Teacher notices traits of 
neurodiversity (Autism and/or ADHD) in a 
child and are considering a referral to the 

Neurodevelopmental Pathway 

 

Parents start to make a note of the difficulties 
their child displays at home  

(Parental Notes of Difficulties) 

 

The class teacher will complete 
Somerset’s Quickcheckers in the 4 areas 

of need: 
 Cognition & Learning, Communication & 

Interaction, Sensory & Physical, Social 
Emotional and Mental Health 

 

Parents will watch supporting videos or 
attend Wise Up Workshops around the needs 
of their child and put 2 or 3 strategies into 
place at home that have been advised (write 
onto the Parent/Carer Action Plan 

The Class teacher will identify any areas 
of need from the Quickcheckers and 
complete further assessments following 
an initial conversation with the SENDCo 

STEP 1 

STEP 2 

STEP 3 

STEP 4 

STEP 5 

STEP 6 

Support for Separated Parents 
Somerset children & young people : Health & Wellbeing : Support For Separated Parents 

 

 

mailto:office@allsaints.bwmat.org
http://www.autism.org.uk/
https://www.autism.org.uk/advice-and-guidance/what-is-autism
https://www.autism.org.uk/advice-and-guidance/what-is-autism
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/children-families-and-education/the-local-offer/sensory-processing-handbook/sensory-processing-differences-or-difficulties/#:~:text=Sensory%20processing%20differences%20%2F%20difficulties%20occur%20when%20there,the%20world%20very%20differently%20and%20accordingly%20behaves%20differently.
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/children-families-and-education/the-local-offer/sensory-processing-handbook/sensory-processing-differences-or-difficulties/#:~:text=Sensory%20processing%20differences%20%2F%20difficulties%20occur%20when%20there,the%20world%20very%20differently%20and%20accordingly%20behaves%20differently.
https://www.autism.org.uk/advice-and-guidance/topics/behaviour
https://adhduk.co.uk/about-adhd/
https://adhduk.co.uk/about-adhd/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-7Gi-Yz7rfU&t=31s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-7Gi-Yz7rfU&t=31s
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/children-families-and-education/the-local-offer/sensory-processing-handbook/sensory-processing-differences-or-difficulties/#:~:text=Sensory%20processing%20differences%20%2F%20difficulties%20occur%20when%20there,the%20world%20very%20differently%20and%20accordingly%20behaves%20differently.
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/children-families-and-education/the-local-offer/sensory-processing-handbook/sensory-processing-differences-or-difficulties/#:~:text=Sensory%20processing%20differences%20%2F%20difficulties%20occur%20when%20there,the%20world%20very%20differently%20and%20accordingly%20behaves%20differently.
https://somersetparentcarerforum.org.uk/home/wise-up-workshops/
https://www.cypsomersethealth.org/support_for_separated_parents


School’s Response to Flowchart for a referral onto Somerset’s Neurodevelopmental Pathway 

 

Parents or Class Teacher notices that the child is showing Neurodiverse difficulties 
 
  

             Have the parents/carers made notes of the difficulties? (Parental Notes of Difficulties 
Record) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Has there been an initial meeting between 
parents/carers and the class teacher? 

Parents to complete the  
Parental Notes of Difficulties 

Record 

YES   /   NO Initial Meeting to be arranged - school to offer:  

Zones of Regulation resources & training video 

Restorative conversations booklet for parents 

 

Have parents completed their  
Parent/Carer Action Plan? 

YES   /   NO 

Has the action plan 
been reviewed? 

Are additional 
assessments needed? 

YES   /   NO 

Has the class teacher completed 
Quickcheckers? 

YES   /   NO 

YES   /   NO YES   /   NO 

Class Teacher/Parents to arrange a meeting with the SENDCo 

STEP 2 

STEP 3 

STEP 4 STEP 4 

Parents/carers to 
write action plan 

Class teacher 
to complete 

Parents/Carers to 
review action 

plan 

Teacher chats to SENDCo 
and completes more  

in-depth assessments 

STEP 5 STEP 5 

STEP 6 

Neurodevelopmental Next Steps form to be completed by school and parents STEP 7 

STEP 1 

https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?adlt=strict&safesearch=strict&q=zones%20of%20regulation%20coaching%20for%20parents&mid=68A8DE8DEC92C9A514A368A8DE8DEC92C9A514A3&ajaxhist=0

