
 
Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Summer 1 Making Birds 

Sculpture, Drawing, Collage, Sketchbooks 

Stick 
Transformation 
Project 

Sculpture, Drawing, 
Sketchbooks 

Making Animated Drawings 

Drawing, Making, Sketchbooks 

Sculpture, 
Structure, 
Inventiveness & 
Determination 
Sculpture, drawing, 
Sketchbooks 

Architecture: Big or Small 
Making, Drawing, Sketchbooks 

Take a Seat 

Design, Making, 
Drawing, 
Sketchbooks 

 Pupils become familiar with using film as a 
source to create observational drawings of 
birds. Pupils look carefully and slowly as 
they draw, creating a range of different 
marks and line using B pencils, handwriting 
pens and pastels. 

Pupils create drawings of feathers working 
from real life. They will recall the mark 
making that they have used throughout the 
year and will continue to explore new ways 
of making marks. Pupils work in 
sketchbooks or on large pieces of paper to 
experiment with how paper size changes the 
nature of mark making. Pupils demonstrate 
that they can create marks with a range of 
materials and have made conscious choices 
about which materials they want to use. 

Pupils demonstrate that they can intuitively 
transform paper to create 3d forms by 
tearing, crumpling, and collaging. Pupils 
demonstrate this by either making rubbings, 
turning paper into feathers or manipulating 
paper 2d into 3d. In each of the activities, 
pupils will explore and invent to develop their 
making and creativity skills. 

Pupils engage with artists work to think 
about and articulate what it is they think of 
the artwork in their sketchbooks or in class 
discussion. They draw upon the skills learnt 
in week 1, 2 & 3 to make choices about 
materials and structures to create their own 
sculptures of birds. Pupils demonstrate an 
understanding of how to make things 
balance through exploration and play. 

Pupils collaborate to create a flock of birds 
using their individual sculptures. Pupils 
engage in class discussion about their 
individual and collective work. 

 

 

 Pupils will think creatively 
and laterally, and practise 
dexterity skills by using a 
range of materials to build 
roots and shoots from 
‘seeds’. Pupils will learn to 
manipulate materials by 
twisting, tearing, folding and 
bending materials to form 
structures. They will take 
photos of their sculptures to 
put in their sketchbooks to 
reflect on. 

Pupils will transform sticks 
to make  either worry dolls, 
a tree house or masks out of 
sticks. In each of these 
activities they will continue 
developing dexterity skills 
such as cutting with simple 
tools and fastening materials 
together. They will be 
introduced to artists or 
source material which will 
inspire and inform their idea 
generation.  Pupils will 
respond to stimulus and will 
generate ideas in 
sketchbooks. They will test 
ideas alongside this to 
transform a variety of 
objects showing a 
consideration for form and 
colour. 

Pupils will display their work 
in a clear space and reflect 
on the half term, sharing 
what they like and what they 
would like to try again 
through peer discussion.     
 

Chris Kenny 

 

Pupils will become familiar with the 
term ‘animation’ and will be introduced 
to how they can use a sequence of 
drawings to create a moving image. 
They will use their sketchbooks to 
practice drawing skills using a 
handwriting pen.  
 
Pupils will explore what might be 
possible when you make paper 
puppets through being shown a variety 
of animations. Pupils will use 
sketchbooks to gather and consolidate 
information by making visual notes 
about what they are shown. They will 
also respond to the work through peer 
discussion. Pupils will begin to plan 
their own puppet and the simple 
movements it might make. 
 
Pupils will make their own moveable 
drawings, using their imagination to 
think about what character they want to 
make and how they might make it 
move. They will consider joints, line 
and mark making. Pupils will explore 
the work of Lauren Child and will 
respond to the information by making 
some visual notes. Pupils will make a 
background for the moveable drawing 
following an appropriate theme. They 
will work collaboratively to create a 
shared background for all the puppets / 
They will draw their own individual 
backgrounds relating to their puppet. If 
there is time pupils will use basic digital 
software to capture their puppets 
moving. 
 
Pupils will display their work in a clear 
space / watch their animations and 
reflect on the half term, sharing what 
they like and what they would like to try 
again through peer discussion.    
Lauren Child, Steve Kirby, Andrew 
Fox, Lucinda Schreiber 
 

Pupils will explore artists 
who draw parallels with 
other beings (birds) so 
that we can learn about 
ourselves. They will 
engage in peer/class 
discussion and will collect 
information and reflect in 
their sketchbooks by 
making visual notes. 
 
Pupils will create 
observational and 
experimental drawings of 
nests using a variety of 
media. Through their work 
they will explore how 
drawings might be neat or 
messy as an expression 
of their personalities. 
Pupils will test materials in 
sketchbooks. 
 
Pupils will use their own 
instinct and intuition to 
make sculptures of a nest. 
They will question what it 
is like to be a bird placing 
the first tentative twigs in 
place to build their nest. 
Pupils will explore 
different materials and 
construction methods to 
build inventive nests. 
 
Pupils will display their 
work in a clear space and 
reflect on the half term, 
sharing what they like, 
what they would like to try 
again, the creative 
journey, and the skills 
learnt through peer 
discussion.   
 

Marcus Coates 
 
 

Pupils will begin to think about the 
purpose of architecture and the roles 
and responsibilities that architects have 
in society. They will be introduced to 
amazing architectural homes and tiny 
homes. 
 
Pupils will be introduced to the 
question: “As architects, should we 
aspire to fill the world full of amazing, 
beautiful buildings, or do we serve 
ourselves and the planet better by 
designing small, modest, cleverly 
designed eco homes. Or can we do 
both?” 
 
 
Pupils will use sketchbooks to think 
about structures and materials found in 
both amazing houses and tiny homes, 
and they will begin to pick out bits of 
the architecture that appeals to them. 
 
Pupils will work on large scale to revisit 
drawings made in previous sessions to 
collect ideas that they might like to 
include in their own building structures. 
They will be introduced to artist ‘The 
Shoreditch Sketcher’.  
 
Pupils will consider whether they want 
their building to be big or small. Using 
foamboard, children will build a model 
of their house using the ‘Design 
Through Making approach’, taking 
inspiration from drawings in previous 
weeks but making decisions largely 
based on the material and what they 
find it can do.  
 
Pupils will display their work in a clear 
space and walk around the work as if 
they are in a gallery, sharing what they 
like about their own and each other's 
work.   
   
Pupils will work in pairs or teams to 
document their work using cameras or 
Ipads.   
 

Pupils will become 
familiar with the artist 
Yinka Ilori and record 
and reflect on his 
work in sketchbooks. 
 
They will explore the 
visual elements of 
chairs, including 
talking about 
materials, form and 
structure, through 
observational 
drawing in 
sketchbooks. 
 
Pupils will use a wide 
variety of materials to 
manipulate and 
construct 3D 
‘doodles’ in response 
to making prompts. 
 
Pupils will be 
challenged to 
become furniture 
designers and invited 
to create a chair 
which expresses 
their personality. 
 
They will record and 
develop their ideas in 
sketchbooks. 
 
Pupils will display 
their chairs in a clear 
space, alongside 
their sketchbook 
work, and walk 
around the room as if 
in a gallery.   
 

Yinka Ilori 
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Shoreditch Sketcher, Various 
Architects 
 

 


